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Churchill, Matthew
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I really cannot believe that the council seem to think that only a few area’s in Spelthorne are aƯected by the 
HMO’s, Is this maybe because you are Not aware just how many of these have actually been developed or in 
the proceeds of being built? This new Planning Rule “Article 4” should cover the whole area, the only reason 
that you haven’t received complaints as yet from the Whole area is because we are only just experiencing 
numerous HMO’s popping up on our doorsteps and experiencing the issues this is causing us. Why do you 
need to wait until issues arise?  Isn’t it obvious  that when family homes on what has been  Family Housing 
estates are being taken over by Numerous HMO’s that it is going to aƯect the neighbourhood? One HMO on 
one estate is probably acceptable  is too much with too many 
people living in these to NOT have an aƯect on our lives. 

 initially we had 1 family house , 
 converted into a HMO. Not a problem apart from parking issues. Within the last few months and 

as of Today we have another “3”houses  a total at this time being “4” HMO’s and within  metres of each other! 
the conversion is completed.  “2” others almost all 

 being converted now, looking like and sounding like building sites, No 
consideration for neighbours at all. Builders, Skips, Heavy Goods Delivery Lorries,  sometimes at 06-30 and all 
totally ignorant to the destruction they cause to grass areas and pavements/walkways.   
My concerns are that as soon as the next house in this area is put up for sale it will be snapped up for 
HMO                     are fearful that every future 
house sale will become another Tenement HMO,  Building, with the occupants all most certain to be 99 % 
men,  this is Not a suitable area for unlimited HMO’s it has always been an estate where families with children 
have lived,

 BUT I would not 
feel comfortable today letting children out to play on the green here. I can only speak from the experiences I 
and my neighbours have had from the few months that  the HMO  has been occupied and 
based on this alone I feel a lot more thought needs to be given by the council to make this Article 4 apply to ALL 
Spelthorne areas.  The majority of these 
people are not sociable or at all interested in whether an area is kept clean and tidy! It seems that the 
occupants change every few weeks and On a few occasions over the last few weeks when I have driven past 
this HMO in the afternoon to get to my house I have seen a group of 5 or 6 men and a woman sat in the Front 
Garden with beer cans in hands, my first thought was that I was Downtown Miami, it felt  very intimidating to 
me and not what you would feel  comfortable about to allow children around.  

 
feeling comfortable out on the green  in the evening, not anymore. I said I would not leave 
this estate until I’m carried out in a box that is how much I have loved living here and always felt safe, not 
anymore! To top all of this, and seems that we  are not given any consideration again is that 
these HMO buildings are lowering the value of our house, Every person that you mention this topic to Everyone 
agrees that they would not want to live next door to or too close to one AND we have 4 on our doorstep! Also no 
consideration given for  terraced houses with small gardens  to suddenly have a 5 metre long  wall  x 4 metre’s 
high, No consideration is given to the fact that 6 separate occupants per HMO coming and going at all hours, 
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then we come back to the dreaded issue of Parking, already we have some of the HMO  tenants 
 parking their Vans and cars in the Parking bays I dread to think what it will be like with 

possibly “12”more vehicles,  I know though what this will mean “the nicely kept grass areas that we 
neighbours cut and care for will become a scruƯy car park” making this area look like a slum. The area that 
these HMO’s being created so close together on this estate is an absolute disgrace No thought on how this 
aƯects the families at all.  Is anyone outside of our living area really Interested? Concerned? I doubt it and this 
is why this country is what it is today. Please reconsider that the whole of Spelthorne should be included in 
Article 4 otherwise every X council House being sold will become a HMO because this seems to be the most 
favoured property that these HMO developers are favouring. 
 


